
 

 

Itõs hard to believe the first quarter of my tenure is already in the history books.  It is truly a privilege to be 
serving as the 2011 President of the Chicago Chapter, especially at the same time Chicago Chapter                    
member Joe Magdziarz is serving as our National President.  When Joe gave his first ôPresidentõs speechõ 
last November in Miami, he outlined the focus of his presidency ð to get back to the Appraisal Instituteõs 
core values which include: Education, Ethics, and Designating Qualified Appraisers.  We are excited to be 
following this charge with a full slate of top notch educational programs, and I am so thrilled that we have 
designated several appraisers in the past few months as you will read in this newsletter.   

 
For several years, I have worked with the chapterõs Membership                     
Retention and Recruitment Committee. I speak to new appraisers                         
entering our industry, and the first thing I say each and every time is: 
òCongratulations for investing in your future by taking your qualifying 
education with the Appraisal Institute.  We know there are other opportu-
nities for appraisal education, and by taking your courses through the 
Institute, it is like you are attending the Harvard, Yale or Princeton for 
appraisal education.ó  I feel very strongly about the quality of our                            
education, our publications, and our instructors. 
 
We are in a license renewal year in Illinois, and I encourage our         
members to take their continuing education seminars and courses with 
CCAI.  In 2011, we have nearly 70 courses and over 30 seminars 
scheduled.  Most are being offered at our Education Center in                    
Chicago, as well as select seminars in Naperville, Crystal Lake,                      
Bloomington/Normal and Peoria Heights.  Watch for new offerings to 
be announced shortly ð including the new seminar on the òFannie Mae/
Freddie Mac Uniform Appraisal Datasetó that goes into effect on           
September 1. 

 
The Chicago Chapter is proud to be the largest provider of education in the country for the Appraisal                       
Institute.  Since 2005, the Chicago Chapter has offered 539 courses and seminars to 17,256 students. In 
2005, the average class size had 47 students, and each year that number has steadily declined.  In 2010, 
the average class size was 21 students. My challenge to members is to increase that number in 2011!  
 
It is easy to consider other education providers that may be in a more convenient location, or may offer              
on-line opportunities, but there are many additional benefits to attend a CCAI Seminar.  Designated               
members may receive 1.25 credits toward their 5-year cycle of AI Continuing Education for certain                          
advanced programs. (Check the national website to see which courses/seminars qualify for 1.25 credits.)  In 
addition, there are benefits of camaraderie and networking with your peer appraisers.  It is also a great 
opportunity to meet new appraisers, where you might find an opportunity to help or mentor a newer                 
appraiser, or gain referrals from a fellow professional.  Visit www.ccai.org, select the Education tab, and 
search our schedule of courses and seminars. 
 
The Appraisal Instituteõs Annual Meeting will be held August 15-17 at the Cosmopolitan Hotel in Las Vegas. 
National President Joe Magdziarz has resurrected the education conference to be held in conjunction with 
national committee, board and regional meetings that week.  Regional meetings will be August 14.  I                    
recently stayed at the Cosmopolitan while attending another convention and the hotel is beautiful and very 
conveniently located in the heart of the Strip; itõs located next to the Mirage.  Consider attending this year; 
more information can be found on the national website at: http://www.appraisalinstitute.org/vegas/. 
 

The annual Chicago Chapter Golf Outing will be held on June 28 at the Silver Lake Golf Course in Orland 
Park.  Finally, mark your calendars for the always popular òConditions of the Chicago Real Estate Marketó 
seminar which has been scheduled for Tuesday, September 20 at the Chicago Education Center. 
 

As always, I can be reached at (630) 416-6556 or chip@wagnerappraisal.com.  
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Joe Magdziarz, MAI, SRA installing the 2011 Chicago Chapter Board of Directors and the Regional Reps. 

Ron DeVries, MAI, SRA was inducted into ôThe 
Instructor Hall of Fameõ. 

John Urubek, MAI was inducted into ôThe Instructor 
Hall of Fameõ. 
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Mike Wolin , MAI, SRA presented Roland Rives, 
MAI with the prestigious ôHerman O. Waltherõ  
award. 

Mike Wolin and LA Anderson presented Paul Gillespie, MAI 
with the ôDistinguished Serviceõ award. 

Jim Blaydes, SRA was presented with the 
ôPresidentõsõ award by Mike Wolin. 

Barbra Baffoe was presented with the ôSkip Del Campoõ award, 
Mike Wolin received his Presidentõs plaque, and Alexandra 
Meade was presented with the ôDistinguished Serviceõ award. 


